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Commander's Corner

Winter 2026

The Halifax Boat Show is going on as you receive this
newsletter.  Is the hype worth it?  Actually, yes.  The Boat
Show comes off initially as a commercial endeavour. 
Obviously that is an important part for the vendors.  Make
and break for some.

But even if one is not in the market for a new boat, there is
always something needing to be replenished, refurbished,
restored or replaced on a water craft.  Some of the new
products and devices are intriguing.  There have been
shark tanks, fresh water systems and much more.  There
are samples of local products aplenty to tempt you.  There
are a surprising amount of items for pet lovers.

If you check out the timetable before planning your trip, you
will be able to attend a few of the seminars that are
particularly appealing to you.  These range from the
interesting to practical.  In the past there has been knot
tying, anchoring, and cold water immersion for example.  If
you prefer to have more in-depth information, CanBoat
offers many courses, short and longer, that are being
updated regularly.  Discounts are available during the boat
show.  This can be a productive and fun outing for the
whole family.  Don’t forget the chance to win prizes and the
feeling of being part of the buzz.  

Yes,  a decent way to spend a day in February.

Laura

 

 

 

                                                                      

                                                             

Bluenose Squadron Executive (Bridge) Contacts:

Laura Webber

Commander

cdr-bluenose@cps-ecp.org

902-627-2778

Dan White

Financial Officer

Executive Officer

Instructor

whitedan@hotmail.com

902-472-2102

Bob Rutherford

Education Officer

Instructor

seo-bluenose@cps-ecp.org

902-440-0312

William Towndrow

Assistant Education Officer

RVCC Officer

williamtowndrow@gmail.com

902-521-2452

Jim McMillan

District Membership Officer

Bluenose Membership Officer

jamesivormcmillan@gmail.com

902-599-2807

Bruce Kelley

National Marketing & Public Relations Officer

Bluenose Marketing & Public Relations Officer

natmarketingcomm-chair@cps-ecp.org

902-483-1092

Chris Borgal

Bridge Officer at Large

Social Events

borgal.christopher@icloud.com

416-524-7410

Jim Peerless

Secretary

Communications & Admin Officer

jimpeerless9@gmail.com

902-679-0560

Note: Although not currently part of our Bridge, we highly value

our two other knowledgeable instructors namely Al Bishop and

Dave Puddington.  We also greatly value our Facebook editor,

Carrilee Eddy.

 Want to help run Bluenose Squadron?   Please contact any

one of us.

 

CanBoat Bluenose serves all of western Nova Scotia.  

You are encouraged to share this newsletter with anyone that

has an interest in boating.

Find us on Facebook

View this email in your browser
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Bluenose Squadron celebrates FIFTY years of service in 2026!
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The Passing of Norm Raine

The following note was sent out on Facebook by Fredericton Squadron.  The author hit the mark.  Bluenose Squadron has

sent condolences to Norm’s wife, Sarah-Jane, on behalf of all our Members.

Our sympathies to Sara Jane, Lisa and Rozanne  

Norm Raine… RIP & Anchors aweigh for a sailor who taught others to keep the ship moving.

Norm Raine was one of the Squadron’s most loved and appreciated instructors.

Karen Hawkins-Jagoe was a friend of Norm and his family. Karen says it best  

“ We were saddened to learn Thursday, January 1 that our dear friend and Fredericton Yacht Club Life Member has “crossed

the bar” after a long illness.  Some of you will remember Norman Raine from his many years of service at FYC from Rear

Commodore to Commodore.   He was a brilliant career diesel mechanic who freely offered his advice to so many of us and

taught Diesel Mechanics to Power and Sail Squadron members.  He was also a very skilled racer having honed his craft from

boyhood.  With his crew of wife Sarah Jane and daughters Lisa and Rozanne aboard Rosali I,(Tanzer 22) II (Tanzer 26) or III

(C&C 30) he would almost always be at the top of the fleet.  We learned some of his little tricks over several days of racing with

him and Sarah in the RKYC 100th Anniversary Regatta that Ellis still holds secretly to this day.

After retirement and moving back to his family home on the Northwest Arm in Halifax, Norm and Sarah Jane continued their

dedication to Armdale Yacht Club and Halifax Power and Sail Squadron.  They took great pleasure watching Rosali III bobbing

on the mooring in front of their home.  During these years he put his many talents to work on model boat building and

replicating classics.

RIP Norm.  Until we meet again.”

Here is a link to Norm’s obituary

Above: Norm instructing a class on diesel/engine maintenance.

_____________________________________

Halifax Boat Show - On Now

CanBoat has a booth! Prize Draws!

We are at booth 117 at the Show!

Halifax, Alderney and Bluenose Squadrons share a booth at the Show with some great draw prizes!

REMAINING DATES & HOURS

February 6, 7 & 8, 2026

FRI 10am - 8pm

SAT 9am - 6pm

SUN 10am - 4pm

ADMISSION

Adult (18+) Online - $13.00

Adult (18+) Box Office - $15.00

Senior (65+)  - $12.00

Junior (12-17) - $12.00

Family Pass - $37.00

SHOW LOCATION

Halifax Exhibition Centre

200 Prospect Rd

Halifax NS B3T 1P2

www.hfxec.com

__________________________________________________

Transport Canada Now Charges $24 for Recreational Boat
Licence (as reported in Canadian Boating Onboard, January 8th)

Transport Canada Now Charges $24 for
Recreational Boat Licence

January 8, 2026

As of Dec. 31, 2025, Transport Canada has made several updates to the Pleasure Craft Licence (PCL).

Beginning this year pleasure craft licences must be renewed every five years – and current lifetime licences will be

gradually replaced with PCLs that must be renewed every five years. Beginning in 2028 wind-powered pleasure

craft over six metres in length will also be required to hold a PCL.

Boaters will have to pay a $24 service fee whenever they apply for – renew – transfer or replace their pleasure craft

licence.

The following changes have taken effect as of December 31, 2025:

new and renewed pleasure craft licences will only be valid for five years

current lifetime licences will be gradually replaced with licences that must be renewed every five years.

a $24 service fee will apply to issuing, renewing, transferring, or replacing a Pleasure Craft Licence. This fee will

be updated annually for inflation

licence holders must now update their information within 30 days of a change in their name or address, instead

of the previous 90 days.

Applications for a Pleasure Craft Licence (PCL), payment of the new service fee, and requests for fee

exemptions for those exercising section 35 treaty rights can be completed through Transport Canada’s website.

The Pleasure Craft Licence (PCL) is a unique identification number for recreational boats that have one or more

engines whose combined power is at least 10 horsepower- similar to a car’s license plate.

Registered is different than licenced

According to the Transport Canada website, your pleasure craft doesn’t need a licence if it is registered in Canada. It

needs to be registered if you:

want a name for your pleasure craft

need to register a marine mortgage with Transport Canada

If you travel outside of Canada, most countries require your pleasure craft to be registered

Has your current licence expired?

You can check your licence expiry date using your Pleasure Craft Licence number.

Older licences without an expiry date now have an expiry date as shown in this table.

Licence issue date Licence expiry date

December 31, 1974 or earlier March 31, 2026

January 1, 1975 to December 31, 1985 December 31, 2026

January 1, 1986 to December 31, 1995 December 31, 2027

January 1, 1996 to December 31, 1999 December 31, 2028

January 1, 2000 to December 31, 2005 December 31, 2029

January 1, 2006 to April 28, 2010 December 31, 2030

You may be fined $250 if your pleasure craft doesn’t have a valid licence.

Here is the link to the actual Transport Canada notice about this.

Editor’s Note:  My boat was licensed in 2017 and upon checking my expiry date on the link above, it appears that the

license expires at the ten year mark i.e., 2027.  The renewal will then be for 5 years.

CanBoat Courses - a Report

The Education Program for the Winter semester is now underway.  Our Basic Navigation and Boat Handling (BNBH)
class has only one person enrolled and is being taught online.  At the next level upward, our planned course in
Seamanship and Coastal Navigation (SCN) also had only one person enrolled, so we arranged for him to join a class
being run from Brockville ON.  However, we had remarkably strong interest in our Celestial Navigation offering - a class of
12 is currently underway, with a likely follow-on class later in the Spring.  

Our Self-Study Maritime Radio course continues to be a strong performer; 120 students enrolled in 2025, and we hope
the interest in this valuable certification course will continue.  Speaking of self-study, a number of mini-courses are
available on the calendar, allowing study of specific topics such as nav-aids, anchoring, docking, weather and collision
avoidance.  They are inexpensive, informative and very worthwhile.  Check them out at https://www.canboat.ca/course-
calendar.  They are being managed by the Shediac Squadron in our District.

The next Newsletter will present our plans for the Fall semester classes.  As always, please contact Bill or me with your
specific interests.  

Bob Rutherford, Squadron Education Officer, 

902-440-0312, seo-bluenose@cps-ecp.org

Bill Towndrow, Assistant Education Officer,

902-521-2452, aeo-bluenose@cps-ecp.org

 

 

Last summer, we introduced Hidden Gems and asked you to help us put points of interest on our map. Thanks to those who

contributed.

Discover the Best Boating Spots

in Canada
Explore our Boaters’ Map — hidden gems and must-see boating spots across

Canada, shared by fellow boaters.

The Hidden Gems map also represents a great opportunity to engage with your local marinas and yacht clubs. We would

like it to be the go-to map for cruisers this summer- a tool to help boaters plan and record their trip.

The intention of the Hidden Gems Map is to encourage boaters, themselves, to create a collection of incredible boating

spots, scenic routes, anchorages, facilities, etc. The community’s input will be displayed on the interactive map that can

be searched and filtered. This will be a map built by boaters, for boaters. Each destination includes tips, activities,

amenities, and how long to stay — so you can plan with confidence.

Members are in a great position to help get the map started. Take the lead and add your favorite destinations and why

you love them. Fill out the easy to complete input form, to submit your information. And get your marina or yacht club to

add their information as well. The submission form link is also on the CanBoat.ca and NautiSavoir.ca homepage.

 

_____________________________________

Social Functions

  Mahone Bay

Mug and Anchor Pub Social

Sunday, February 22nd

Time: 12:30

The Squadron provides appetizers but you can order your own lunch.

Come on over to Mahone Bay for some pub grub and talk with other members and boaters! Bring any interested boaters but please let

us know how many are coming so that the pub can plan for our number.  This has been a very pleasant winter gathering of our

members for the past few years.

This social will also be the beginning of our celebrations of 50 years of service for our Squadron!

To reserve your spot please RSVP to Jim by February 15th: jimpeerless9@gmail.com

For other social requests please email Chris Borgal:  borgal.christopher@icloud.com

 

 

 

Above: Bluenose II anchors for the night near Indian Point, NS last July.

Canada's Safe Boating Guide:

BUY TICKETS

mailto:cdr-bluenose@cps-ecp.org
mailto:whitedan@hotmail.com
mailto:seo-bluenose@cps-ecp.org
mailto:williamtowndrow@gmail.com
mailto:jamesivormcmillan@gmail.com
mailto:natmarketingcomm-chair@cps-ecp.org
mailto:borgal.christopher@icloud.com
mailto:jimpeerless9@gmail.com
mailto:bish156@gmail.com
mailto:dpuddington@gmail.com
mailto:carrileeb@hotmail.com?subject=&body=
https://www.facebook.com/BluenoseSquadron
https://mailchi.mp/16400dc71ba2/spring-2024-squadron-newsletter-10595119?e=%5BUNIQID%5D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=khJvv8VdTCA
https://mcusercontent.com/a9e2d600f7cc85dd506b8893e/files/cc547b8f-33aa-5540-f8ee-6447bf626678/Bluenose_Vessel_Roster.03.pdf
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/en-ca/obituaries/halifax-ns/norman-raine-12688117
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/en-ca/obituaries/halifax-ns/norman-raine-12688117
https://www.hfxec.com/
https://tc.canada.ca/en/marine-transportation/vessel-licensing-registration/licensing-pleasure-craft/apply-manage-pleasure-craft-licence-pcl/apply-manage-pleasure-craft-licence-pcl
https://tc.canada.ca/en/marine-transportation/vessel-licensing-registration/apply-manage-vessel-registration
https://www.pcl-pep.snbservices.ca/1001/PubWeb/CheckLicenseExpiryDate.aspx?lang=en-CA
https://tc.canada.ca/en/marine-transportation/vessel-licensing-registration/licensing-pleasure-craft/apply-manage-pleasure-craft-licence-pcl/apply-manage-pleasure-craft-licence-pcl
https://www.canboat.ca/radio-maritime-vhf/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20952436682&gbraid=0AAAAAD5vsXB6Y3OXbsUxfl7SKNGtIubYz&gclid=Cj0KCQjw0NPGBhCDARIsAGAzpp1A2FY8e53Lm9SApOV6S2MV3eiL-DLDQATTXxN3whT2tNF7DJd7hOMaArmlEALw_wcB
https://www.canboat.ca/course-calendar
mailto:seo-bluenose@cps-ecp.org
mailto:aeo-bluenose@cps-ecp.org
https://cps-ecp.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75daea06435c210831f73ceb0&id=2bf4af05b5&e=26913c92dd
http://www.canboat.ca/
http://www.canboat.ca/
http://www.nautisavoir.ca/
mailto:jimpeerless9@gmail.com?subject=&body=
mailto:borgal.christopher@icloud.com
https://tc.canada.ca/sites/default/files/2024-03/tp_511e.pdf
https://tc.canada.ca/sites/default/files/2024-03/tp_511e.pdf
https://halifaxboatshow.mpetickets.com/


 

___________________________________________________________

NOTMARs
 

 A Selection of Recent NOTMARS affecting our area

 

                                        Click HERE for the latest issue for the Eastern Region

December 26 edition:

Summary:  A discontinued buoy and a modified buoy at the Shelburne Yacht Club.

A name change on the Bay of Fundy, Negro Hd to Lorneville Hd.

A slew of private buoy changes around Bedford Basin.

A pontoon at Ocean Terminals in Halifax.

January 30 edition:

The Canadian Coast Guard proposes to permanently change the following aids to navigation:

Irving Oil Wharf Ruins light buoy SD52.   -  Discontinue buoy

Shelburne Yacht Club buoy SD53. -  Change the function of the buoy from port to cautionary and change the buoy designator from

SD53 to SD.

 _________________________________________________________________________

Bluenose Member Roster

 

Hello Fellow Bluenose Members

Welcome to February 2026

We hover around 50 active members in the Bluenose Squadron.  We all share a passion for our vessels and adore our time on the

water.  I know you take note of other vessels and often wonder her details.   We think it is fun to share details of our vessels with each

other.  Therefore, for those interested, I continue to compile our vessel details and share them with our fellow Bluenose members.  The

current roster of our boats can be viewed at this LINK.

If you prefer not to share any of your vessel details, then simply let me know in a brief e-message.

If you would like to share and be part of this notion, please e-mail the following details about your vessel to me @

jamesivormcmillan@gmail.com:

 

Your Name

Boat Name

Power, sail, row, paddle, etc.

Home Port (or close to where she resides during ‘the season’)

Type

Length

Hull colour

MMSI number

Also, to make this even more enjoyable (and convenient), please attach a picture of your vessel to your submission.  I will compile all

this information and share with your fellow Bluenose members.  Thank you for being part of Bluenose.

Best,

--Jim McMillan

Squadron Membership Officer

jamesivormcmillan@gmail.com

*****************************************************************************************************

 

QUIZ

   

Is a Vessel Licence a Proof of Ownership?

Is a Vessel Registration a Proof of Ownership?

For the answer, please look for the ship’s wheel at the end of this newsletter.

          

 

 

Squadron Burgee

Above is our Bluenose Squadron burgee!  Looks great, doesn't it?!  If you want one please contact

Financial Officer, Dan White.  The price is currently $20 which is a tiny bit more than they cost to produce. 

Dan White

CanBoat Shopping
 

 

Next Newsletters
 

The next Bluenose Squadron Newsletters being planned for April 2026 (Spring), June 2026 (Summer), October (Fall) and December

(Seasons’ Greetings)

- Jim Peerless, Secretary & Communications

jimpeerless9@gmail.com

 

Quick Links

Annual Notices to Mariners

Aqua Map - 25% discount on bundles

Atlantic Used Oil Management

Bluenose Boat Roster

Bluenose Microsite

Bluenose Newsletters

Bluenose Officer Contacts

Boating Courses

Boating Safety - Discover Boating

Marine Weather - Atlantic

MICA Island Use Guidelines

LAT/LONG into Google Earth - How to

Navionics

Predictwind

Quick Course Reference

Safe Boating Guide - Transport Canada

Sail Plan - Transport Canada

Scotian Shores Cleanup

Shore Cleanup

Weather to Boat

Windy

Quiz Answer:

Is a Vessel Licence a Proof of Ownership?
A pleasure craft licence does not prove ownership. When entering another

country, be sure to have proof of ownership for your boat along with its

pleasure craft licence, including documents for dinghies or tenders aboard

or towed behind a larger boat. Not having the proper documents on board

can result in delays or trouble clearing customs, or even a fine.  See the Safe Boating Guide page 12.

Is a Vessel Registration a Proof of Ownership?
Yes. It is a good idea to register any boat you plan to operate outside of

Canada since you will have to prove ownership at international borders.

To learn more about registering your boat and the costs associated with

it, visit Transport Canada’s Vessel Registration Office online.  See the Safe Boating Guide page 12.

An example of a vessel licensed in Nova Scotia

______________________________________________________________________________
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